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Shipmates,

From all indications this has been and will
continue to be one of those hot!! hot!! sum-
mers where we all pull our horns in and stay
indoors.

Since the last newsletter some of our shipmates have rep-
resented our Base and the USSVI by attending the
Memorial Day Ceremony in Grand Prairie and being
introduced as honored guests at the Lone Star Park
Racetrack. The personnel at the racetrack out did them-
selves again this year and made everyone feel like impor-

tant VIP's. Thanks again
to our shipmate George
McDermott who set this
up for our group.

On June 8th we
received the sad news of
losing WWII SubVet
and Dallas Base mem-
ber Ivan Nicodemus.
The high level of
respect for Ivan was
very evident by the
number of his shipmates
that attended his funer-
al. We will miss you
Ivan, sailor rest your
oar!

We will not have anormal Base meeting for the
month of September. In its place there will be a Base
picnic, with the details being posted by the time you
receive this newsletter.

Now for the subject you have all been anxiously wait-
ing for, the USSVI National Election. If you have not
cast your vote please do so by either going online to the
national website or fill out and mail in the paper ballot
that will be in the upcoming edition of The American
Submariner. Beyond paying your dues, USSVI very
seldom asked you to do anything, but do your Base and
the organization a favor by casting your ballot. I have
said many times that it is completely painless, but if by
chance you do feel a twinge of pain, call me and I will
help you suffer through it.

Take care and hopefully I will see all of you at the next
meeting.

Wayne Standerfer
Dallas Base/ Central District 4 Commander

AUGUST 7TH MEETING
AT THE OASIS

Map and meeting information on back.
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USSVI-DALLAS BASE 
MEETING MINUTES

May 2010 Minutes

The May joint meeting of the USSVI-Dallas and
Cowtown Bases was called to order at The Oasis
Restaurant at Joe Pool Lake May 1, 2010 by Dallas Base
Commander, Wayne Standerfer at 12:15 PM.

Present were the following members and guests:
Members: Rob Althaus, Ken Ballard, Carl Byler, Charlie
Cloud, Tim Davis, Jerry Edwards, Peter Filidoro, Jim Fox,
Al Gibson, James Kennedy, Marv Koch, Bob La Bonte,
Jerry Larson, Fred Maphis, Patrick McGregor, Stan
Miller, Frank Morgan, Jeff Morris, Daniel Ottinger, EJ
Plummer, Mel Polen, Leonard Reneau, John Reynolds,
William Rice, Bruce Richards, David Schrieber, Mike
Snyder, Jo Lynn Standerfer, Wayne Standerfer, Leonard
Tunnell, Linda Tunnell, Roy Wippert, Robert Wigman,
Fred Williams, Donna Williams, and Sam Williams.

Guests:  Nell Cloud, Linda Fox, Sharon Gibson, Jean
Kennedy, Mary Koch, Joan Larson, Derla Maphis, Terry
McGregor, Denise Miller, Gloria Morgan, Sue Morris and
Shirley Rice.

A moment of silence was observed to remember our
Shipmates who made the supreme sacrifice.

The Invocation was given by: Mel Polen.

The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by: Wayne Standerfer.

The Submariner's Creed was read by: Wayne Standerfer.

Wayne Standerfer read the names of the Boats on Eternal
Patrol for the month of May while Charlie Cloud tolled
the bell.

May Birthdays:
Frank Morgan, Bill Bozarth, Leonard Tunnell, Sam
Williams, Jerry Bringle, Michael Gick, Dan Ottinger, E.J.
Plummer, Glenn Baker, Peter Filidoro and Ivan
Nicodemus.

Committee Reports: 
Minutes for April's meeting. It has been decided, that we
will not read the minutes when meeting at the Lake, due
to the time constants with lunch. Copies of the Minutes are
available at the podium. 

Tr easurer's Report: Charlie Cloud presented the
Treasurer's report for April. 

Membership: Stan Miller reported that there were no
changes or updates to membership. 

Storekeeper:Mel Polen reported that there is $198 in out-
standing orders.

Scholarship: Frank Morgan reported that the Base
received 2 applications out of the 6 that were handed out.
The Scholarship Committee will be meeting to review the
applications and determine which candidate to award the
scholarship.

Old Business:
Grand Prairie Memorial Day Ceremony:The Base has
been invited to participate in the Memorial Day ceremony,
a booth with table will be provided. This event is open to
all Base members and all members are encouraged to
attend. More details will follow by email

Memorial Day at the Races:Lone Star Park has limited
the number of people who can attend the event to 25.
Since this event is to honor veterans and that the veterans
will participate in a ceremony during the races, it was
agreed that the event would be open to regular Base mem-
bers first. If all the spots were not taken, it would then be
open to associate Base members, and then to members
wives. A signup sheet is available at the podium. More
details will follow by email.

Announcements
Cookie Volunteers - Jud Good, who runs the Girl Scout
cookie distribution will be buying free drinks between 6
and 10 PM at the VWF Post 8627 in Richardson on
Wednesday, May 5th. 

Bob La Bonte showed some new Submarine memorabilia
items he has available for sale.

There will be a Proposed Amendments to the USSVI
Constitution on the ballot to eliminate the 5 year require-
ment for the Holland Club.

Cavalla is planning for a workweek in August.

Lunch

50/50 Drawing: Charlie Cloud won the 50/50 for $95.00.

The Benediction: was given by Mel Polen

The meeting was adjourned at 1:42 PM
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DALLAS BASE & NA TIONAL MEMBERSHIP
(07/20/2010)

Dallas Base
Membership 103
Regular Annual Members 47
Associate Members 11
Regular Life Members 26
Holland Club Members 19
WWII Submarine Veterans 6

National Membership       13,448

A GREAT HELPFUL FREEBIE 
FROM GOOGLE

Here's a number worth putting in your cell phone, or your
home phone speed dial: 

1-800-goog411.  (1-800-466-4411)

This is an awesome service from Google, and it's free --
great when you are driving on the road with no pen, pen-
cil or paper handy. Don't waste your money on informa-
tion calls and don't waste your time manually dialing the
number. I am driving along in my car and I need to call
the golf course and I don't know the number. I hit the
speed dial for information that I have programmed.

The voice at the other end says, "City &State." I say, "
Garland , Texas." 

He says, "Business, Name or Type of Service." I say, "
Garland Golf Course."

He says, "Connecting" and Garland Golf Course answers
the phone.

How great is that? This is nationwide and it is absolutely
free!

Enter the link below and watch the short clip for a quick
demonstration.

http://www.google.com/goog411

Bir thdays for June

7 Mar quita Euler
18 C.H. "Chet" Hilyer
26 Kyle Tipton
29 Richard Maddox

Bir thdays for July:

1 Robert Alexander
1 Roy Fink
12 Doug Gallagher
15 Aubr ey Jackson
16 Moody Forgey
17 Harr y Owens
18 Melvin "Doc" Polen
22 Steve Patterson

Bir thdays for August:

4 Stan Miller
5 Thomas Studebaker
7 Barbara Harr elson
9 John Mills
10 Forr est Jeter
12 Dale Godboldo
14 Robert Wigman
15 Fred Williams
26 Dennis Reeese
27 Allen Gibson
27 Gil Raynor
29 Andy Groome
29 Joe Pack

Welcome Dallas base Members that have joined
since last newsletter.

Name Qual Boat

Thomas McGriff USS Tiru SS416

CHAPLAIN’S BINNACLE LIST

Jim Lucas - Recovering from knee
replacement

Doug Gallagher- Still in recovery from his second
surgery to repair the effects of a ruptured colon.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Ron Jansenwho
recently lost his mother.

(Anytime you know of a shipmate that is under the
weather please let us know so we can add they to
the Binnacle List)



MOT ORCYCLE RIDER???

Greetings from a member of the Central Texas Base.

The Silent Service Motorcycle Club has just sanctioned a Texas chapter of which I am the secretary.  We operate
with the approval and creed of the USSVI.  We are looking for new members to share our common interests.
Members must belong  to the USSVI, be qualified in submarines and own a motorcycle of 500cc or larger in
proper running order.

Membership forms and more info is available through the website, silentservicemc.com, or interested people
can contact me via email at jbellinof f@yahoo.com.  

Thank you.
Green Board
Jack Bellinoff
USSVI Central Texas Base

2010 USSVI National Elections

Candidates 

NATIONAL COMMANDER

1.  T Michael Bircumshaw, National Jr Vice
Commander and editor, American Submariner,
past District Commander, Past Base
Commander, Joe Negri & Robert Link Award
winner.
2.  John Carcioppolo, Groton Base
Commander and past Eastern Region Director,
Joe Negri & Robert Link Award winner.
3.  Carl Schmidt, Central Region Director,
Past District Commander, Past Base
Commander, Robert Link Award winner.

National SeniorVice Commander
1. Jon Jaques (Incumbent)
National Junior Vice Commander
1. Al Singleman
National Secretary
1. Tom Conlon
2. John Theotino
National Tr easurer
1. Thomas Barnes
2. John Markiewicz (Incumbent)
3. Richard McPherson

CENTRAL REGION DIRECT OR
1. Kenneth Recoy
2. Wayne Standerfer

Ivan J. Nicodemus

Ivan J. Nicodemus, 85, a resident of Irving
since 1966, passed away on Tuesday, June 8,
2010 at his home. Born May 26, 1925 in
Albion, Indiana to Ivan Edward and Josephine Nicodemus, he was
raised in Elkhart, Indiana where he attended public schools, grad-
uating in 1943. 

Entering the U.S. Navy, he finished World War II
as a Torpedo man in the submarine service. He
was awarded the Submarine Combat Pin and was
a member of the “Mighty Mine Dodgers” who
penetrated the heavily mined Sea of Japan in 1945
aboard the USS Sea Dog. 

After marrying Marilyn Miller in 1946, he graduated with a B.S.
in chemical engineering from Tri-State College in Angola,
Indiana. Ivan began work with American Marietta Corp. in 1949
and spent three years in Sao Paulo, Brazil 1960 to 1963. After
returning to the U.S., he was employed by Standard T Chemical
Co. as a Plant Manager then Vice-President of Research and
Development, retiring in 1982. 

He was a member of Submarine Veterans of World War II,
Submarine Veterans, Inc., Sons of American Revolution, Region
V.P. National Paint and Coatings Assoc., NRAand National
Genealogical Society. As family historian, he published two books
tracing the Nicodemus family genealogy from 1590 Germany to
the present. 

Page 4



Page 5

SCRAMBLED AYE!
Fred Williams

While stationed on the Lee during the first "retrofit" in
Mare Island, as a FTB 2 non-qual, filling an over
capacity Missile Fire Control billet my turn for mess
cooking came up.  I was subsequently dispatched to the
mess hall used by all the boats currently in the yards.
Damn!  And I thought I had dodged that bullet!

The chow hall crew was a cross section drawn from all
the boats including the cooks.  One real steamer off of
a smoke boat took the prize for the wildest, crudest,
drunkest piece of humanity, possessing almost no
socially redeeming value.  This, of course, made him a
beacon of guidance for all us wanta'be submarine
sailors.

We mustered at the chow hall each morning at, I think,
four A.M.  Invariably shortly after muster, the "old salt"
would roll in wearing his rumpled western shirt, faded
Levis, and "cockroach killer" western boots.  Roaring
mightily with an admirable string of obscenities, he
would pull his duty cook's whites on over his civvies,
grab a cup of coffee, a cigarette, and await the call to
breakfast.

I drew the somewhat lucky straw of being his assistant
at the grill.  In this chow hall the grill was imbedded in
the food service line so that each sailor coming through
the line could order his eggs cooked to his specifica-
tion.  Our smoke boat cook would stand behind the
grill and hook one toe of his roach killer's under the
grill's bottom edge, thus reducing the possibility of
falling backwards.  I think the heat of the grill must
have discouraged him from falling forward.

My job was to break one, two, or three eggs into a
series of bowls, thus pre staging them to meet a hungry
sailor's request.  And without fail, our salty old cook
would politely ask each sailor in turn, "And so how do
you want your eggs this mourning, sailor?"  Of course
the poor guy would say something like, "Two over
easy, please." Or "Three sunny side up."  Our cooking
machine would grab up a bowl holding the required
number of eggs, sling them on the hot grill, and yell,
"Scrambled, Aye!"

I soon learned that the cook's assistant could end up
running the grill on the mornings his "leader" was just
too under the weather to take the heat from the grill.  I
also found that the sailors in line those mornings never

enquired as to the health of our missing cook, but took
great delight in actually getting my best effort at fulfilling
their egg request.  Over time, I must admit, I became quite
an egg cook.  Lord knows I sure got plenty of practice!  

Later in life I have found cooking to be a very interesting
hobby, and I remember fondly those days behind the grill
in the Vallejo shipyard galley.  

WHEN SUBMARINE HAD GAS ENGINES
from Harper's Weekly, May 6, 1911.

"The first impressions on descending into the hold of a sub-
marine are those of discomfort and suffocation.  The accom-
modations for a crew of 30 seem about right for a half a
dozen.  One is in too close proximity to whirling machinery,
to enjoy the sensation.

"When under way on the surface, the submarine hums and
trembles.  The fumes of gasoline are about suffocating.
Some of the men contract what is called 'gasoline heart'.  If
underwater too long the fumes make one sick and dizzy.

A novice cannot remain in a submarine underwater for any
great length of time without suffering excruciating torture -
it is when the submarine dives that the most unpleasant
symptoms come. There is a tingling sensation all over the
body, a pounding of the eardrums, and possibly a sense of
nausea.

"Sometimes when the engines are running to charge the bat-
teries the fumes of the gasoline become so strong that some
of the men are rendered unconscious.

They must be taken up on deck then to get a whiff of fresh
air.  For this reason the batteries are only charged when
above water.  But in time of war it might be necessary to
charge them while running below.

"When caught in a storm in a submarine, life is really not
worth living. It consists of a series of intense struggles to
prevent death by being battered against steel walls or to keep
from becoming involved in whirring wheels and dynamos.
If you survive the ordeal, you conclude that it is not neces-
sary to wait for war to find hell.  It is with you all the time.

Well, it has improved a LITTLE in the last 98 years.



The Meaning of Naval Sayings
--Reprinted with the permission of 

the Plymouth, UK City Council

Down a peg (ortwo):   Humbled

An admiral flew his personal standard at
the highest point of the mast, attached by
rope to one of a series of pegs at the base
of the mast. If a more senior admiral came
aboard, the original standard was taken
down a peg or two to make way for the
new flag, thus apparently hurting the pride
or bruising the ego of the ship’s regular
senior officer.
Down the hatch:  Drink a measure of 

alcohol, usually said as a toast

Cargoes were lowered into a ship’s 
hold through hatches in the deck, 

giving the impression of
being consumed by the ship.

Page 6

From CommanderSubmarine Group 10 Public Af fairs

KINGS BAY, Ga. (NNS) -- Atlantic Fleet ballistic missile
submarines continue the legacy of strategic deterrence. July
20 marks the 50th anniversary of the Navy's first fleet ballis-
tic missile submarine launching the first fleet ballistic mis-
sile.

The Ballistic missile submarine mission is to preserve world
peace by remaining an undetected, battle ready presence as
the most reliable deterrent against attack.

Ballistic missile submarines maintain a 70 percent opera-
tional availability in order to remain ready and vigilant,
always in a secure and survivable posture to respond rapidly.

"The old Teddy Roosevelt moniker 'speak softly but carry a
big stick' has never been more appropriate," said Rear Adm.
Barry Bruner, commander Submarine Group Ten. "The sub-
marines in Kings Bay and Bangor are our country's big
sticks. The crews that man them, the families and commands
that support them are critical to their success."

Gold (at sea) and Blue (stay behind) crews are essential to
maintain this operational availability and provide quality of
life for the Sailors and their families.

USS West Virginia (SSBN 736)(Gold) departed to begin its
63rd strategic deterrent patrol to conduct its mission. The
West Virginia (Blue), or off-crew, will remain ashore to
undergo refresher training period requiring a minimal turn-
over period when the boat completes its patrol.

When the crew rotates, the submarine begins a refit period.
USS Maryland (SSBN 738)(Blue) will complete a refit peri-
od of major system upgrades and preventive maintenance.
The submarine will also undergo hull maintenance upkeep. 

MEMORIAL D AY AT L ONE ST AR P ARK

Attending members of the SubBase were treated like kings
and queens, Memorial Day at Lonest ar Park. They were
treated to valet p arking and a  private suite with open bar
and a fant astic choice of hors d' oeuvres and finger foods.
A selection of non-alcoholic drinks were 
supplied as well.   As a little icing 

on the cake, each person was supplied with a buffet
ticket for use at their convenience.  

SubBase members were honored in the winner ’s circle.

Many thanks to Lone S tar Park and to George
McDermott, who set this up.



LOST BOATS FOR JUNE

USS Herring (SS 233) 1 June 1944
80 officers and men

USS Scorpion (SSN 589) 2 June 1968
99 officers and men

USS R-12 (SS 89) 12 June 1943
42 officers and men

USS Golet (SS 361)14 June 1944
82 officers and men

USS Bonefish (SS 223) 18 June 1945
86 officers and men

USS S-27 (SS 132) 19 June 1942
Entire crew rescued

USS O-9 (SS 70) 20 June 1941
34 officers and men

LOST BOATS FOR JULY

USS Runner (SS 275) July 1, 1943
78 officers and men

USS S-28 (SS 133) July 4, 1944
50 officers and men

USS Robalo (SS 273) July 26, 1944
84 officers and men

L O S TL O S T B O AB O A T S  R E P O RT S  R E P O R TT
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LOST BOATS FOR AUGUST

USS Grunion (SS 216)            August 1, 1942
70 officers and men

USS Bullhead (SS 332) August 6, 1945
84 officers and men

USS Flier (SS 250) August 13, 1944
80 officers and men

USS S-39 (SS 144) August 14, 1942
The entire crew was rescued

USS Harder (SS 257)August 24, 1944
84 officers and men

USS Cochino (SS 345)      August 26, 1949
one man from Cochino and six from 

the Tusk were lost during rescue operations

Lost Boat of July

USS Robalo (SS 273) July 26, 1944
84 officers and men

On her third war patrol under the command of CDR
M.M. Kimmel, Robalo struck a mine about two
miles off the coast of Palawan. Three men survived
the sinking and swam ashore. This is known because
they were caught and imprisoned by the Japanese,
but managed to get a note smuggled out via local
guerrillas. Unfortunately, they were removed by a
Japanese destroyer on August 15 and subsequently
lost when that destroyer was sunk. 

Lost Boat of  June

USS Scorpion (SSN 589) 2 June 1968
99 officers and men

Scorpion was transiting from the Mediterranean Sea
to Norfolk, and was commanded by CDR F.H.
Slattery. It took 5 months to locate Scorpion, 400
miles southwest of the Azore Islands at a depth of
10,000 feet. No official cause of this loss was ever
determined, and remains a controversy to this day.
Scorpion was the second nuclear-powered US 
submarine lost, and - hopefully - the last.

Lost Boat of August

USS Harder (SS 257) August 24, 1944
84 officers and men

Commanded by CDR S.D. Dealey, Harder had won
a Presidential Unit Citation for her first five war
patrols. Cdr. Dealey was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor posthumously, and Harder is tied
for ninth in the number of enemy ships sunk. At the
time of her loss to a depth-charge attack by a
minesweeper off Caiman Point near Bataan, Harder
was on her sixth war patrol. 



Donna Williams
3122 Landover
Carr ollton, TX 75007
d.jwilliams@verizon.net
972-492-1315

2009 Officers

Commander: Wayne Standerfer 
972-298-8139
lwaynes@charter .net 

Vice Commander: Stan Miller 
682-553-7465
bubblehead75@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Charlie Cloud 
903-450-0345 
lnccec@koyote.com 

Secretary: Peter Filidoro
(817) 283-2953
peter@thursby .com

Storekeeper: Mel Polen
214-349-3994 
docsubs@msn.com

Chaplin: Mel Polen
214-349-3994 
docsubs@msn.com

Webmaster: Wayne Standerfer 
972-298-8139 
lwaynes@charter .net 

UPCOMING EVENTS

August

Sat, Aug 7th   USSVI Base Meeting
12 noon at Oasis 

Sat, Aug Work weekend on
14. 15. 16 Cavalla in Galveston

Aug 30-    USSVI National Convention
Sept 5 Cincinnati, OH

September

Sat, Sept 4  Dallas Base Meeting - 
12 noon  at
Spring Creek Barbeque
2827 West Wheatland Rd (at I 20)
Dallas, TX  75237
972 296-1211

July

Sat, Oct 2  Dallas Base Meeting
12 noon 

Spring Creek Barbeque
2827 West Wheatland Rd (at I 20)
Dallas, TX  75237

AUGUST 7TH MEETING

This is a reminder that we will be having our quarterly meeting with
the Fort Worth WWII SubVets at:

The Oasis Restaurant on Joe Pool Lake 
5700 Lake Ridge Pkwy
Grand Prairie, Texas

817 640-7676


