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Hello Shipmates, 

You can tell we are in the dog days of summer because with

the exception of a great day at Lone Star Race Track and

our regular scheduled meetings the base has pretty much

conceded to the summer heat and leaned towards the docile side. Makes

you wonder if maybe increasing age has something to do with it.

With the exception of not winning a couple of million dollars, our day

at the Race Track couldn't have been any better. Base member George

McDermott who works at the track covered all the bases for us and we

were treated like royalty. Hopefully we can make this an annual affair.

We are in the process of planning a group bus trip to Fredericksburg,

TX during the weekend of October 17th

& 18th and will need a total of 36 people

to fill the bus. A notice will be sent out

shortly with all the details, so check your

calendar and let me know if you would

like to join us.

Our September base meeting has been

cancelled due to base members attending

the USSVI National Convention in San

Diego. Hope to see all of you at the

October 3rd meeting at the Spring Creek

Barbeque in South Dallas.

Take care and keep a neutral rudder.

Wayne Standerfer

Dallas Base CDR 

AUGUST 1ST MEETING
AT THE OASIS

The Dallas Base will be conducting the

August meeting and the speaker will be

tentatively (depending on his health)

Eddie Griffith who is a WWII Vet. Ed will

speak about one of the WWII war patrols

he was on.

Map and meeting information on back.

2009 NATIONAL USSVI
CONVENTION
IN SAN DIEGO

September 8 - 12, 2009

The 2009 National USSVI Convention

will be a "joint" convention with ship-

mates from the International

Submariners Association and the

Submariners Association of Canada.

This will be a great addition to the con-

vention and presents a real opportunity

for submariners from around the globe

to share our common bond of service

aboard submarines. 
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The Meaning of Naval Sayings
--Reprinted with the permission of the 

Plymouth, UK City Council

Clean sweep:   Complete change; nowadays 
also an over-whelming victory.
In rough weather, waves washed (swept) over 

the decks of ships, shifting about anything that

wasn’t secured.

Coasting:  Moving or acting using little effort
A ship that coasted was one that sailed close to the

shore rather that out to sea. Coasting was far less

dangerous, and a lot easier than deep sea sailing.

Copper bottomed:  Solid; trustworthy
Wood-boring mollusks damaged ships' 

hulls. To overcome this, ship builders first

experimented with lead sheathing, and          

from the mid-eighteenth century attached

the more reliable copper sheathing

to provide protection. 

Deep Water Gets Shallow Support

Shipmate Ivan Nicodemus recently sent me a copy

of his invitation to a commissioning ceremony for a

Coast Guard Cutter USCGC SEA DOG.   Ivan was

unable to attend but Shipmate Ed Griffith made the

trip to Kings Bay, Georgia.

The most exciting part of Ed's trip appeared to be his

prayers being answered when he suffered a  health

related episode.  He said his fervent prayer was,

"Please God don't let me die in Louisiana!"  Other

than that, I learned little else of the commissioning

trip from Ed.

Seems that the Navy and Coast Guard have come up

with a joint operation for protecting our SSBN's

while entering and leaving their home ports.  To this

end the Coast Guard has recently launched two spe-

cial purpose patrol type boats, one for Kings Bay

and one for Bangor.  Damn!  I knew we should'a

never took those deck guns off!  Now we have to

rely on the hip boot navy.  Give me a forty-five (with

clip) and M-1 Carbine any day!  Terrorist?

Terrorists?  I don't see no Steeek'en Terrorist!

To highlight the new patrol boats' mission and honor

those special men who rode the fleet boats of WWII

the two new Cutters were named: USCGC Sea Dog,

and USCGC Sea Dragon.  USCGC Sea Dragon will

be assigned to duty at Bangor, WA with USCGC Sea

Dog on duty at Kings Bay GA.  A nice gesture on the

Coasties part, I think.  

That is why  a couple of our shipmates were invited

to the Coast Guard Commissioning ceremonies.

Former crew members of the name sake submarines

were invited as honored guests.  Ed Griffith rose to

the occasion and I am certain, represented very well

the real submariners among us.  I know this to be

true because he answered his phone "Griffith's Pool

Hall" or something like that, when I called to get an update on

his trip.  A REAL Submariner!

I hope to have more factual information in a future article when

I can spend a little more time visiting with Ivan and Ed.  But,

don't hold your breath!  Until then: Sleep well, the Coasties are

ride'en shotgun!

the “new” USCGC Sea Dog

USS Sea Dog SS-401
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USSVI-DALLAS BASE 
COMBINED MEETING MINUTES

June 2009---Volume 9, Issue 5

The June meeting of the USSVI-Dallas Base was called to

order at Spring Creek Barbeque Restaurant in Addison,

TX June 6, 2009 by Dallas Base Commander Wayne

Standerfer at 12:00PM.

Present were the following members and guests:

Members: Rob Althaus, Ken Ballard, Charlie Cloud, Tim

Davis, Peter Filidoro, Doug Gallagher, James Harrelson,

Ron Jansen, James Lucas, Tom McCutcheon, Frank

Morgan, Jeff Morris, William Rice, Wayne Standerfer,

Gavin Wolff.

Guests: Neil Cloud, Jean McCutcheon, Shirley Rice.

A moment of silence was observed to remember our

Shipmates who made the supreme sacrifice.

The Invocation was given by Charlie Cloud.

The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Charlie Cloud.

The Submariner's Creed was read by Wayne Standerfer.

Wayne Standerfer then read the names of the Boats on

Eternal Patrol for the month of June while Charlie Cloud

tolled the bell.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Secretary's Report: The last meeting was the combined

Cowtown and Dallas Base meeting at Joe Pool Lake. The

Cowtown Base conducted the meeting. Therefore, no min-

utes where taken.

Treasurer's Report: Charlie Cloud presented the

Treasurer's report for June. The report was approved as

presented.

Membership: In Stan Miller's absence Wayne Standerfer

reported that the Base membership is at 101 members.·

Storekeeper: Mel Polen was unable to attend the meeting,

no report given. 

Scholarship:  Frank Morgan reported that 2 Scholarships

were awarded this year. The recipients are Natalie Erwin,

granddaughter of Tom McCutcheon, and Teddy

Gambordella, grandson of Don McClane. The money has

been forwarded to the schools. Both recipients have writ-

ten letters to the widows of the members we are honoring.  

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Packing for Troops: 50 boxes were mailed to Brad

Graham, nephew of Harry Owens, who is serving with the

Army in Iraq. The Base Commander received an email

from Brad thanking the Base. 

2.  Kap's for Kid's: The member who had agreed to take

care of the program has informed Wayne Standerfer that

he is unable to do so.  Wayne will take over the program.

3.  Lone Star Race Day: Thanks goes to Base member

George McDermott, who works at the track and set up this

event. A great time was has by all.

NEW BUSINESS:
1.  Base Phone Chain: The Base Commander requested

volunteers for a Sea Daddy Program. There are approxi-

mately 70 plus base members we do not normally see on

a monthly basis. The volunteers would call these members

every couple of months to check on how they are doing.

GOOD OF THE ORDER:
1. Next Meeting: Will be on July 11th at Spring Creek

Barbeque in Duncanville. 2827 West Wheatland Road at I -20.

2. Subvettes: Ladies Purse Hangers with Silver or Gold

Dolphins are being sold as a fundraiser. The large size is

$15; the small size is $9. The purchaser can designate $1

to go to either the USSVI Charitable Foundation or the

Kaps for Kids program.

3. Sub Vet T-Shirts: A California base has Submarine

Veterans Pride Runs Deep T-Shirts for sale. We should

have a commitment for 6 Shirts before ordering. The Base

will sell them for $18 each. 

4. USSVI The First 40 Years: Wayne Standerfer pur-

chased 10 of these books from The USSVI national store-

keeper. There is one left for sale, the price is $25.00 which

is the cost.

5. Kings Bay, GA: Anybody who is familiar with the

Kings Bay area please contact Base member Eddie

Griffith. Eddie served on the USS Sea Dog during WWII

and has been invited to attend the commissioning of the

US Coast Guard cutter "Sea Dog" at King's Bay and is

looking for information about the area.  

50/50 There was no 50/50, the Base Vice Commander,

who has the tickets, was not able to attend the meeting.

The Benediction was given by Charlie Cloud. The meet-

ing was adjourned at 12:36 PM 

Next meeting  Saturday, July 11, 2009 at Spring Creek

Barbeque, 2827 West Wheatland RdDallas, TX972 296-

1211Meeting will begin at noon.

Respectfully submitted by: 

Peter Filidoro, Secretary 06/27/09
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VET-01: PRIORITY GROUP 8 
ENROLLMENT EXPANDS

Submitted by: John P. Dudas on 6/29/2009

VA eligibility rules changed on June 15, 2009, mak-

ing it easier for more veterans to enroll in VA's health

care system. 

Under this new regulation, VA relaxed income restric-

tions on enrollment for health benefits. While this new

provision does not remove consideration of income, it

does increase income thresholds. A Web-based calculator

is available for veterans to enter their income informa-

tion, dependents, and zip code to assess if their income

would fall within the proposed income threshold adjust-

ments. 

Veterans are encouraged to contact VA's Health

Resource Center at 1/877/222 VETS (8387) or visit the

VA health eligibility website for more information.

A MESSAGE FROM 
SUBVETTES PRESIDENT RITA KREUL

Submitted by: Pat Householder on 6/30/2009

Rita wants you to know that SubVettes have extended the

deadline offering a Life Membership to all Regular mem-

bers of Ladies of Submarine Veterans of WWII for $20.00

from 30 June 2009 to September 12, 2009.  

As a review, "The purpose of the SUBVETTES organiza-

tion shall be to aid and assist our husbands (father, son,

brother, grandfather, and grandson) as helpmates in our

mutual pursuit of the goals, objectives, projects, and activi-

ties.  In support of the Creed of the United States Submarine

Veterans, Inc."

They have a Membership Chairman. Marygrace Veek. who

is contacting all the USSVI Base Commanders that do not

have a SubVettes Auxiliary and asking if they are interested

in forming one.  

A reminder, Shipmates, Regardless of your interest in see-

ing a SUBVETTES chapter established in parallel with your

own base, please remember these ladies are our wives and

sweethearts.  They are working to support their men in

USSVI and they deserve our respect and consideration.  

If you are contacted by anyone in SUBVETTES, please

show respect with the courtesy of your reply, regardless of

your intentions.  We all understand that some bases prefer to

enroll women as Base Associate members and some of the

women will not want to take the steps required to charter a

separate base for the ladies.  But there are those who will,

so take their wishes into account.

Interested ladies can contact Rita at subvette1@gmail.com

Link to SUBVETTES website below

http://subvettes.com/

Birthdays for June

7 Marquita Euler
18 C.H. "Chet" Hilyer
26 Kyle Tipton
29 Richard Maddox

Birthdays for July:

1 Robert Alexander
12 Doug Gallagher
15 Aubrey Jackson
16 Moody Forgey
17 Harry Owens
18 Melvin "Doc" Polen
22 Steve Patterson

Birthdays for August:

4 Stan Miller
5 Thomas Studebaker
8 Wallace Horton
9 John Mills
10 Forrest Jeter
12 Dale Godboldo
14 Robert Wigman
15 Fred Williams
26 Dennis Reeese
27 Allen Gibson
27 Gil Raynor
29 Andy Groome

CHAPLAIN’S BINNACLE LIST

Eddie Griffith who is having some

health problems.

Donna Lehr who is battling breast cancer.



trim while standing casually at attention as we were indi-

vidually introduced and broadcast on the JumboTron for

all to see.  That damn JumboTron made us all look FAT!

As a group, we were actually well received by the crowd

and where given a big round of applause.  Very appreci-

ated by those of us who served when defending freedom

was not well appreciated.  I'm sure those of us from the

other eras enjoyed their fifteen seconds of fame as well.

After the national anthem and some other theme related

entertainment we were allowed to fall out and beat a

hasty retreat back to the suite.  Did I mention, cash bar?

A lot of bets were placed throughout the remainder of the

day.  Some were pretty good bets with Leonard and

Linda Tunnell hitting it big time!  From the excitement, I

suspect Fred and Derla Maphis may have picked a good

one as well.  Most of the rest of us got an education in

the financial aspects of how you make a profit in the

horse race bid'ness.  But, we would be the last to com-

plain, considering what a great day Lone Start Park 

provided us.

As their recognition of Memorial Day, Lone Start Park,

with considerable urging from Base Member George

McDermott,  (Bravo Zulu, George, times ten!) offered

Dallas Base the opportunity of bringing 30 Members

and guests to the racetrack on Memorial Day.  Once we

arrived and received complementary valet parking, it

became obvious the track management out did them-

selves to say the least.

The Base was provided with a penthouse private suite

with open cash bar and a fantastic choice of Hors d'

oeuvres and finger foods.   A selection of non alcoholic

drinks were supplied as well.  Naturally it was just a

short stroll down to a betting window.  As a little icing

on the cake, each person was supplied with a buffet

ticket for use at their convenience.

During the opening ceremonies dedicated to the

Memorial Day theme we old salts were paraded down

front and center where we were lined up for all to see.

A motley crew at best!  We all struggled to look fit and
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BETTING THE PONIES



Everybody be

sure and call Lone

Star management

and tell them what

a wonderful

employee George

is.  Wouldn't want

to see him get laid

off or anything

before next

Memorial day,

wink, wink,

nudge, nudge.
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DALLAS BASE 
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 

JUNE 2009

Income received

no income

Expenditures

$10.00 Greater Dallas Veterans

Council Yearly Dues

65.00 Parade banner

$20,472.40 Base Fund Balance as of 

June 30, 2009  

Charlie Cloud  (Treasurer)

KAPS FOR KIDS

Shipmates,

Stan Miller has taken the reins for our Kaps4Kids program

and has made contact with the responsible person at

Children’s Medical Center. She will get back to Stan and

give him the date and time that will work best for them. We

have ordered the pink and blue ball caps and will award each

child with a cap, certificate and 8 ½” x 11” picture of the

USS Dallas. 

The hospital gives these kids

a break 3 times a day and

divides them into three rooms

at each break. We would like

to have at least 9 base mem-

bers to make the presenta-

tions. This would allow us to

have at a minimum 3 base

members in each room; of course more would be better. We

will get back to you once we are given a date, so be thinking

about joining us for this very worthwhile project.

Contact Stan Miller or myself if you have any questions.

Wayne Standerfer Stan Miller

Dallas Base CDR Dallas Base Vice CDR

lwaynes@charter.net bubblehead75@sbcglobal.net

972 298-8139 682-553-7465



LOST BOATS FOR JUNE

USS Herring (SS 233) 1 June 1944
80 officers and men

USS Scorpion (SSN 589)     2 June 1968
99 officers and men

USS R-12 (SS 89) 12 June 1943
42 officers and men

USS Golet (SS 361) 14 June 1944
82 officers and men

USS Bonefish (SS 223) 18 June 1945
86 officers and men

USS S-27 (SS 132) 19 June 1942
Entire crew rescued

USS O-9 (SS 70) 20 June 1941
34 officers and men

LOST BOATS FOR JULY

USS Runner (SS 275) July 1, 1943
78 officers and men

USS S-28 (SS 133) July 4, 1944
50 officers and men

USS Robalo (SS 273) July 26, 1944
84 officers and men

L O S T B O A T S  R E P O R T
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LOST BOATS FOR AUGUST

USS Grunion (SS 216) August 1, 1942

70 officers and men

USS Bullhead (SS 332) August 6, 1945

84 officers and men

USS Flier (SS 250) August 13, 1944

80 officers and men

USS S-39 (SS 144) August 14, 1942

The entire crew was rescued

USS Harder (SS 257) August 24, 1944

84 officers and men

USS Cochino (SS 345) August 26, 1949

one man from Cochino and six from the 

Tusk were lost during rescue operations

Lost Boat of the Month June

USS Herring (SS 233) 1 June 1944

80 officers and men

The Herring was lost near Point Tagan, Matsuwa Island,

in the Kuriles. Commanded by LCDR D. Zabriski, Jr.,

Herring was on her eighth war patrol. Conducting a sur-

face attack near land, she sank both a freighter and pas-

senger-cargoman. During the action, however, a shore

battery spotted her and opened fire, making two direct

hits on her conning tower and causing her loss. Herring

was the only US submarine sunk by a land battery during

World War II.

Lost Boat of the Month August

USS S-39 (SS 144) August 14, 1942

The entire crew was rescued

S-39 was lost after grounding on a reef south of  Rossel

Island, Louisande Archipelago. Commanded by LT

F.E. Brown, S-39 was on her third war patrol. The

entire crew was able to get off and onto a reef, and was

subsequently rescued by HMAS Katoomba.

Lost Boat of the Month July

USS S-28 (SS 133) July 4, 1944

50 officers and men

S-28 Commanded by LCDR J.G. Campbell, was con-

ducting training exercises off Hawaii together with the

US Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After S-28 dove for a

practice torpedo approach, Reliance lost sound contact at

a range of 4700 yards. No distress signal or explosion

was heard. When contact could not be resumed, Reliance

summoned help to conduct a search. Two days later, a

diesel oil stain was found on the surface near where S-

28 had last dived in 1400 fathoms of water. The exact

cause of her loss remains a mystery. 



Donna Williams
3122 Landover
Carrollton, TX 75007
d.jwilliams@verizon.net
972-492-1315

2009 Officers

Commander: Wayne Standerfer 
972-298-8139
lwaynes@charter.net 

Vice Commander: Stan Miller 
214) 387-8157
bubblehead75@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Charlie Cloud 
903-450-0345 
lnccec@koyote.com 

Secretary: Peter Filidoro
(817) 283-2953
peter@thursby.com

Storekeeper: Mel Polen
214-349-3994 
docsubs@msn.com

Chaplin: Mel Polen
214-349-3994 
docsubs@msn.com

Webmaster: Wayne Standerfer 
972-298-8139 
lwaynes@charter.net 

UPCOMING EVENTS

August

Sat, Aug 1 -  USSVI Base Meeting
12 noon at Oasis 

Tues, Aug 9 - Cavalla Historical 
Foundation Quarterly Board 
Meeting-Galveston

September

There is no Dallas Base 
Meeting this month due 
to the National Convention
Sep 08 to Sept 12 - 
San Diego, CA

October

Sat, Oct 4 -USSVI Base Meeting - 
12 noon at Spring Creek BBQ

2827 West Wheatland Rd (at I 20)

Dallas, TX  75237

972 296-1211

AUGUST 1ST MEETING

This is a reminder that we will be having our quarterly meeting with

the Fort Worth WWII SubVets at:

The Oasis Restaurant on Joe Pool Lake 
5700 Lake Ridge Pkwy
Grand Prairie, Texas

817 640-7676


